Risk Assessment & Aquatic Risk Management Plans

RLSS UK/CIEH Beach Risk Assessment Programme

Beach Operators have a legal duty to conduct risk assessments on their beaches,  under the Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations.  The Royal Life Saving Society recognises that whilst the principles of risk assessment (in any environment) are simple they are not necessarily easy.  The Beach environment presents some unique challenges not least because of it’s truly dynamic nature.

The commonest approach is the 5 step approach recommended by the Health and Safety Executive:

1. Identify the hazard

2. Decide who might be harmed and how

3. Evaluate the risks, evaluate existing precautions and consider if more is required

4. Record your findings

5. Review - or implement a review procedure

This approach is quite suitable for Beaches.  

However, questions often arise when faced with issues such as the interaction and variability of hazard and risk.  The beach environment is changing constantly as the result of varying visitor numbers, weather conditions, tidal actions and so on.

Experience shows that beach operators, who may have many years operational experience on the beach, appreciate additional guidance when it comes to putting practical knowledge down on paper.

RLSS UK/CIEH Risk Assessment Matrix

The RLSS UK has developed a simple straightforward risk assessment matrix in conjunction with the Chartered Institute of Environmental Health (CIEH).  This is, in effect, a checklist of all the hazard categories identified in the RLSS/ROSPA publication Safety On Beaches listed in a format suitable for adaptation by individual operators.  This matrix is supplied as part of the RLSS/CIEH training programme.  A example of the proforma is given below.
Training

The RLSS UK in association with the Chartered Institute of Environmental Health has developed a training programme designed to instil confidence in those charged with producing suitable and sufficient risk assessments.  
The programme which is usually delivered over one day takes a practical, hands on approach.  Starting with the absolute basics of why risk assessment is important and what the legal issues are the course moves through every step of the risk assessment process and includes at least one practical exercise on the beach.  The RLSS UK run regular courses across the country.  
A key part of the course is the production of a brief risk assessment study which entitles candidates to the RLSS UK/CIEH Risk Assessment `Principles and Practice’ certificate.

Consultancy

In some cases, perhaps when human resources are tight or where there is a specific area of particular concern, RLSS UK offers beach risk assessment consultancy based on the RLSS UK/CIEH training course.  In addition, RLSS UK can provide support in developing site specific Comprehensive Beach Safety Management Plans including Normal Operating Procedures and Emergency Action Plans which are integral elements of beach risk assessments.
One of RLSS UK’s dedicated team will work with you to develop a programme specific  to your needs.

Training and Consultancy 

This approach combines the training programme with immediate external support to help operators creating a risk assessment framework suitable for specific local needs.

Summary of services:

1) RLSS/CIEH Certificated training 
-
to ensure competency

2) RLSS Consultancy 


- 
we develop a programme for you

3) Training and consultancy  

-  
combining each of the above

The Royal Lifesaving Society UK would be please do discuss your needs on a purely informal basis.  

Our core aim is to save lives in the aquatic environment and the approach we have developed is based firmly on this guiding principle.


For further information contact:

Dr. Cliff Nelson

Beach and Open Water Programme Manager

RLSS UK

River House

High Street

Broom

Warwickshire

B50 4HN

01789 773994

07886176805

cliffnelson@rlss.org.uk
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